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Read the history of ancient nations 
and the dealings of God with them, 
as contained in the Bible and other 
historical works. When those ancient 
kingdoms and peoples became wicked 
and * when they turned away 
from all that was virtuous and holy, 
the Lord raised up prophets to warn 
them; and these prophets, though 
perhaps unpopular in the eyes of 
those with whom they 
these nations and cities of the judg- 
ments that would overtake them. 
What followed the warnings of these 
prophets ? — “Thebes, N of — 
mighty cities o ineve 
Memphis, Tyre and Sidon, Babylon 
the Great, and Jerusalem itself. All 
these great and mighty cities and na- 
tions were warned by the servants of 
God of the j ents that would 
overtake them. Did the inhabitants 
of those cities believe the words of 


and those cities were laid waste and 
their inhabitants destroyed. Thus 
the words of the prophets and inspired 
men were fulfilled to the very letter, 
not one jut or tittle failing unfulfilled. 
And yet the infidel says there is no 
God. These same prophets and pa- 
triarchs also saw, by vision and reve- 
lation, our day; they pointed out the 
generation in which we live, and they 
all declared that, in the latter days, 
— 4.— of —.— — 1 set — 

nd to gather together His ple 
and establish His kingdom. ene 
Revelator St. John also declared what 
should come to pass in the latter days. 
In the 14th chapter of Revelations he 


says: 

“And I looked, and lo, a Lamb 
stood on the Mount Zion, and with 
Him an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having His Father's name 
written in their foreheads.” 

These one hundred and forty-four 


the prophets? They did not. But did 
those words come to pass? They did; 


thousand were sealed out of all the 
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twelve tribes of Israel, because they 
were righteous in the latter days. 
ollowing this, John says: 
„And I saw another angel fly in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlast- 
ing Gospel to preach unto them that 


- dwell on the earth, and to every na- 
tion, and kindred, and tongue, and 


people, 

“Saying with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give glory to Him; for the 
hour of His judgment is come.” 

in, Jobn says: 

“Again there followed another an- 
gel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
that great city, because she made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication.” 

Following this, he speaks of the 
reaping down of the earth and of the 
judgments of God which were to 
come upon the inhabitants thereof. 

In fulfillment of the declaration of 
St. John, the angel of God has flown 
through the midst of heaven. He bas 


delivered the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the inhabitants of the earth, and | 


revealed unto them the word of the 
Lord. The ay Priesthood has also 
been restord. is Gospel was to be 
preached “to every nation, and kind- 


red, and tongue, and people.“ It has 


now been preached almost sixty years 
—from the organization of the Church 
until to-day ; and in fulfillment of the 
revelations of these inspired Prophets 
and Apostles, a multitude of people 
are to-day gathered together in these 
valleys of the mountains. In fulfill- 
ment of those revelations I stand to- 
day in this Tabernacle, which the 
Prophet saw was to be built upon the 
tops of the mountains, as a covering 
from the heat and the storm. In this 


_ Tabernacle to-day, also, are ten thou- 


sand Latter-day Saints, which is a 
witness to Jew and Gentile of the ful 


fillment of the promises of God. Yet 


the infidel says, “Behold, there is no 


God.“ The man who says there is no 


God is a fool. We are here in fulfill- 
ment of prophecy and revelation. We 
have received the Gospel of Christ. 
The kingdom of God has been organ- 
ized. It is rolling on; and it will 
continue to roll on until this scene is 
wound u 


Now, ane to give a little exhor- 


tation to my brethren, Brother Geo, 


Q. Cannon touched upon a very im- 
portant principle this forenoon—a 
principle which has often rested upon 
my mind; that is, with regard to the 
spirits that surround us. He said 
that one-third of the hosts of heaven 
were cast out because of their re- 
bellion. I suppose we may say that 
at least one hundred thousand mill- 
ions were cast down from heaven to 
earth. Where are they? Some, are 
in Salt Lake, some in New York, some 
in Amsterdam, some in Constanti- 
nople, some in Jerusalem; in fact, 
they are in every city and hamlet 
wherein the inhabitants of the earth 
dwell, and especially where there are 
any Latter day Sainta. And whether 
there are one hundred or not to every 
man, woman, and child, there are 
enough of them, at least, to labor for 
our overthrow. I say to my Coun- 
selors, to the Apostl-s, to the Seven- 
ties, the High Priests, the Bishops, 
and all men who bear the Holy Priest- 
hood, do you suppose these devils are 
around us without trying to do some- 
thing! Are they askep? Have they 
not a work to perform? I say to my 
brethren who bear the Priesthood, we 
have got a mighty warfare to wage 
with these spirits. We cannot escape 
it. What will they doto you? They 
will try to make us do anything and 
everything that is not right. These 
devils would be very glad to make me 
and my brethren think we are great 
men, smarter than anyone else; to 
divide us one against the other, and 
to cause us to seek to confess our 
brother’s sins instead of our own. We 
should, therefo watch ourselves 
well I should this; my: Coun- 
selors and the Apostles should; we 
all should. And unless we are united 
together, as has ben said before, we 


are not the Lord's. But to-day we 


have certainly manifested a union 
here that the world is not acquainted 
with, We bave, however, a mighty 
responsibility resting upon us The 
eyes. of all the heavenly. hosts are 
upon us. The eyes of Father Adam, 
and the patriarchs and the prophets, 
both ancient and modern, who have 
gone to the other side of the veil, are 
over un And if our eyes are open to 


comprehend the things of God, we 
can comprehend our responsibilities : 
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we can comprehend the powers of the 
Holy Priesthood and the relationship 
which we sustain to God. We cer- 
tainly should humble ourselves before 
the Lord. We should labor with all 
our Be ge to build up the kingdom 
of in what little time we have 
to spend here in the flesh. Our aim 
is high. We aim at eternal life; we 
aim at immort il glory; we aim at a 

lace in the celestial kingdom of our 
God, with God and Christ and those 
who have kept the celestial law. In 
order to get there, we have got to 
keep the same Jaw that has exalted 
those who have gone before us. This 
is not our home. We were kept in 
the spirit world until this generation, 
and have been brought forth, through 
the loins of Joseph and Ephraim, to 
stand in the flesh and tu bear off the 
kingdom, to hold the Holy Priest- 
hood, to do the works of righteous- 
ness, to build temples, to redeem our 
dead, and to attend to thoss ordi- 
nances which the God of heaven has 


declared we shall perform. This is | 


our work. We have a long eternity 
before us. But all of us will have to 
meet at the bar of God—the righteous 
and the wicked, those who are living 
and those who are dead. 

This is the condition of the Latter- 
day Saints. I 1 that we may 
escape the power of the enemy. As 
was said here this forenoon, it matters 
but very little what may take place 
outside of Zion, or outside of the 
kingdom of God. The God of Israel 
holds the destiny of this nation; He 
holds the og of this people, and 
of all men on the face of the earth. 
They are at His command and in His 

wer. He will hold this nation, as 
He did Jerusalem, responsible for the 

course they pursue with d to the 
Latter-day Saints. We will be 
held responsible for the course we 
pursue. The Lord has led this Church 
trom its organization until the present 
day. He will lead it until the coming 
of the Son of Man. He is not going 

to desert His people nor His cause. 

But it is our duty to plead with the 
Lord, remember our prayers, keep our 
covenants, and walk perpetually be- 


| 


* 


fore Him, that we may have His 
favor and blessing resting upon us. 

I wish to say, with regard to the 
rising generation—the sons and 
daughters of the Latter-day Saints— 
that they should take the counsel of 
their fathers; they should honor their 
parents, and honor God, and re- 
ceive such counsel as is given unto 
them by wise men. I think many 
times that our children do not com- 
prehend the position they occupy. 
They do not comprehend what lies 
before them. Their fathers are pass- 
ing away. Let this kingdom bas got 
to remain on the earth until the 
coming of the Son of Man. This work 


has got to follow their fathers; it has 


got tu rest upon the sons and daughters 
of Zion. I have a greit desire that 
the institutions which have been or- 
ginizad in Zion for their welfare may 
be blessed ; that our sons and d iugh- 
ters miy attend the Primaries, the 
Sabbath schools and Matual Improve- 
ment Associations, and unite tog: ther 
in these societies, that they m ty re- 
ceive the benefit of the same. 

Brethren and sisters, God bless 
you. Lot us labor with one heart and 
one mind, and make our wants known 
unto the Lord. Lat our prayers 
ascend unto the ears of the Lord of 
Sabbaoth, and they will ba heard and 
answered. I know that if we are 
blessed, if we are preserved, and if 
we are saved, itis and will be through 
the mercy and blessing of God. I 
know also that inasmuch as we will 
obey His commandments we will re- 
ceive His protection and blessing. 
Zion will arise. Zion will ba c‘othed 
with the glory of God. Zion will be 
redeemed. Zion will be prapared for 
the coming of the Son of Man. The 
Jews will be gatherei home to Jeru- 
silem. And the promises and pro- 
phecies concerning bo h the Jews and 
the S:ints of God will all bave their 
fulfillment in the earth. My prayer 
to God is that we may be true and 
faithful to the end of our dupe, and 
that we may magnify our culling as 
Apostles, Elders, and Saints while we 
dwell in the flesh. Amen. 


God sometimes gives us friendship as the scaffolding of our lives, and when our 


character is built up He removes them. 


s 
| 
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DIVINE INSPIRATION. 


— —0— — 


WE are pleased to see in the editorial 
columns of the Christian Union, an 
emphatic recognition of the doctrine 
of present divine inspiration and its 
operation in other than theological 


circles. Dr. Lyman Abbot says in 


that paper of July 12th: 

1 Nearly all men believe in God 
atheism — intelligent and cultured 
atheism — no longer exists. More 
men believe in a Father-God; in a 
God who has, or at some time has 
had, something to do with the human 
race; in a God who is, or was 4 owe 
sence, a voice. To doubt that God 
inspired Moses or Paul is to be infidel. 
But most men limit inspiration to a 
particular race, a particular epoch 
and a particular species of mental 
operations. They believe that God 
selected a little province about as 
large as the State of Vermont, and 
that there He was a voice, but every- 
where else dumb; that He selected a 
particular epoch, covering a period of 
about eighteen hundred years, and 
during that time was a voice, but at 
all other times has been dumb; that 
He selects particular avocations or ex- 
periences to which He gives inspira- 
tion, and into which He breathes life, 
but all other avocations He leaves un- 
touched, and all other experiences 
He suffers to grow without His illu- 
minating Spirit. This seems to me 
as if we should suppose that the sun- 
light was confined to one garden spot 
and to one kind of flower in the gar- 
den. It is directly contrary to the 
teaching of the Bible. His loving- 
kindness is over all His works; His 
voice speaks to every heart that is 
attentive to listen. It spoke to Abra- 
ham when an idolator in Chaldea; to 
Melchizedec, King of Peace; to Ba- 
laam, Prophet of the Wilderness. 
Why should we suppose that it taught 
nothing to Buddha, Reformer of India, 
or Sucrates, Prophet of Greece? It 
still speaks. Inspiration ceased? 
What then was the meaning of the 
hour when Christ breathed upon His 
disciples with the words, ‘ Receive ye 
the oly Ghost?’ 
iog of the parting promise, Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 


What the mean- | God 


giver. 


the world? What the meaning of 
Peter’s promise, ‘ Ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost; for the pro- 
mise is unto — and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call? 
What the meaning of Paul's prayer, 


/ That Christ may dwell in your 


hearts by faith. . . . that ye might be 
filled with all the fulness of God? 
When that prayer is answered in a 
buman experience, what quality of 
inspiration remains behind, reserved 
for still more favored souls? 

„God inspired Noab, who was a 
ship-carpenter, and Isaac, who was a 
herdsman, and Joseph, who conducted 
through seven years a magnificent 
mercantile operation and saved a 
nation by wise buying and selling, 
and Moses, who was a legislator, no 
less than David, who was à poet, and 
Paul, who was a preacher. Of this 
inspiration in common life a Scripture 
narrative affords a striking illustra- 
tion. Bezaleel was an architect. He 
was to work in silver and gold, in 
cutting of stones, and caiving of 
wood, and jn embroidering of hang- 
ings. For this work God filled him 
with wisdom and understanding and 
knowledge. He inspired him as 
much to do the work of the carver 
and carpenter and mason and deco- 
rator, as he did Aaron to do the work 
of a priest, or Moses that of a law- 


All this is of the very essence of 
“Mormonism.” It has Neat the 
anger and the ridicule of the religious 
world times without number, when 
advocated by Joseph Smith or Brig- 
ham Young. But it is Biblical and 
true. It is fundamental to the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ. A church with- 
bout the Holy Ghost in it as a living, 
present inspiration, as a manifester 
of the Father and the Son, as a re- 
vealer of divine truth and an uufolder 
of things past, present and to come, 
as of ” which 
is “the spirit of prophecy,” is not 
Christ’s church, is not the church of 
„ but is an organization lacking 
the chief characteristic of the institu- 
tion established by the Savior and 
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|“ word of the Lord,” be looked upon y 


built up by His apostles. : 

God, as a Personal Reality, has 
been excluded from modern govern- 
ments and from the secular occupa- 
tions of mankind. He is not recog- 
nized as the Author and Manifester 
of all truth to man, His inspiration 
is not sought or acknowledged in 
secular affairs however important. A 
chaplain is engaged as a mutter of 
form in Congress and at political 
conventions, bat the prayers offered 
are treated with levity and often with 
contempt, and scarcely anyone, not 
even the prayer-maker himself, ex- 
pects any answer from Deity, or 
thinks of the — as any more 
than a string of pious platitudes, ad- 
dressed more to the ears of the audi- 
euce than to the throne of the Most 


1g 

And is it too much to say that as 
the God who is a Revealer, a present 
Voice and Power, He is also banished 
from the religious world? Would not 
any man — however respectable or 
learned, who professed to have re- 
ceived a revelation as Isaiah, or Eze- 
kiel, or Peter or John received the 


357 


by most professing Christians as either 
a lunatic or an impostor? We have 
not the slightest doubt that if Christ 
himself were to come to this genera- 
tion as He came to the religious sects 
in Judea, He would ba rejected with 
as much scorn and be treated with as 
shameful violence, as when He was 
despised and wounded in the house 
of his friends.” 

But though the spirit of skepticism 
in regard to any present manifesta- 
tion. from Deity is rampant in the 
world, the Ar of the Elders of 
this Church for the t half a cen- 
tury have had an effect of no small 
weight, even outside the pale of the 
Church. And it will continue to be 
felt and widen the circle of its influ- 
ence, until many — in all the 
sects and among all the nations will 
be led to inquire of God in faith, be- 
lieving that He will answer, and the 
result will be the spread of that which 
is known as “ Mormonism,” and the 
establishment of the kingdom of God 
on the earth forever.—Deseret News. 


THE LIGHT 


SPREADING. 


— — 


For more than two hundred years 
the first churches vf Carist lived in 

rfect Christian union, with peace in 
vetrines and fellowship, purity and 
love, and consequently had great 
prosperity. When contention and 
ivision came, then came antichrist 
and every evil work, to be followed 
by the Nicene creed and Athenasian 
controversy, the wicked decree of 
Justinian, the popedom of Boniface, 
and a reign of terror and darkness 
which continued until the reforma- 
tion of Martin Luther. For about 
one huudred 2 from the begin- 
ning of the refurmation, the churches 
of Christ kuew no division into sect- 
arian denominations. During this 
short period the saints had power to 
resist every fue, and made astonish- 
ing progrees toward bringing both the 
papal and pagan world to the faith 
and obedience to Christ, the true 
head of the church. Whenever God's 
a return to the cardinal first 


rinciples, the omnipotent power of 
od will sustain us as it lid holy 
men of old, moved by the Holy Ghost. 


We often read and hear discussions 
on the question “whether we s 
recognize our friends hereafter?” How 
can we ever doubt it! If love abides, 
are we not to know those whom we 
love? What would immortality be 
if we were to go there alone, separated 
from all the loved ones, the know- 
ledge of whom has made the very 
essence and sweetness of our human 
life? Would that be immortality if 
we left behind us the richest part of 
our souls} Am I to go into the other 
world poor, lonely, homesick, alone? 
Am I to console myself by being an 


unembodied spirit, wandering solit 
among the stars or filling space, wit 
no home, no society, no brotherhood? 
I do not so understand the lessons of 
experience or the facts of observation. 


— 


— 


When all other memory fades from I shall 


the mind of the dying, when his other 
thoughts are bewildered, the other 
impressions of time effaced, he still 
shows by a faint pressure of the hand, 
by a feeble sign of his head, that his 
love remains. The last look of the 
dim eye seeks the faces of those he 
loves. The last faint whisper of the 
failing voice is a murmur of blessing 
on those dear ones. Love is stronger 
than death; will it not survive the 
grave? Yes; when I open my eyes 
on a new world, I expect to come 
once more into the company of those 
who have been my inspiration, m 

comfort, my joy in this life. I shall 
learn what these years have been 
teaching them, and they shall be again 
my friendly companions and helpers. 
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see again the ts and the 
dear children whose love has sweet- 
ened my life. I shall be a little child 
once more myseif. Yes; and I hope 
to come very near to my master, J 
and to have my errors corrected, on 
taught the alphabet of a higher lan- 

of tru Not all at once, per- 
meg for the laws of gradation and 
limitation will apply there and here. 
But, if faith and hope and love abide 
then there will be always more of 
knowledge, more of work, and more 
of love in that divine beyond. With 
such views as these, we can be better 
consoled for the loss of those who 
leave our side. We can be more 
ready to go ourselves when the time 
comes.—Christian Register. 


TO MAKE HOME HAPPY. 


1. Learn to govern yourselves, and 
t o be gentle and patient. 

2. Guard your tongues, especiall 
in seasons of ill health, irritation an 


trouble, and soften them by prayer. 


and asense of your own 


shortcoming 
and errors. 


3. Remember that valuable as is 


the gift of speech, silence is often 
more valuable. 


4. Never retort a sharp or 


word. It is the second word t 


makes the quarrel. 
5. Learn to speak 
ok voice. 

6. Learn to say kind and pleasant 
things when opportunity offers. 

7. Study the character of each, and 
sympathizs with all in their troubles, 
however small. * 


in gentle tone 


8. Do nat neglect little things, if 
they can effect the comſort of others 
in the smallest degree. 

9. Avoid moods and pets and fits 
of sulkiness. 

10. Learn to deny yourself, and 
perfect others. 

11. Beware of meddlers and tale- 
bearers. 


12. Never charge a bad motive if a 
good one is conceivable. 
13 Be gentle and firm with chil- 


14 Do not allow your children to 
be away from home at night without 
knowing where they are. 

15. Do not allow them to go where 
they please on the Sabbath. 

16. Do not furnish them with much 


spending money. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
Excessively severe weather for the season is reported from the States of Indiana, 
Illinois, and Wisconsin, where snow and frost have recently been prevalent. 
Hone Kone, May 30.—A thunderstorm of unusual violence has been raging here for 
the last three days, and still continues, causing immense damage to public and private 


property. 


‘The Daily Chronicle Vienna correspondent says the town of Podhajce, in Galicia, has 
been destroyed by fire. Six hundred houses, a church, and a synagogue were destroyed, 


and many lives were lost. 
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Winona, Min., May 8.— The little village of Elbe, not far from this city, lying 
on the ridge, was nearly totally destroyed by fire on Monday afternoon. The fire 
originated from prairie fires. 

Violent rainstorms are reported frum the town of Coubourg, Western Canada, and the 
surrounding districts. Several families had to be rescued from their homes in boats, and 
enormous damage has been caused to a section of the Grand Trunk Railway. 


A New York telegram of May 31st reports the foundering of the freight steamer Pease, 
on Lake Huron, and the drowning of her crew of ten men. At Danville, Virginia, a 
large factory has been wrecked, five workmen being killed and seven badly injured. 

A Sydney telegram of the 29th ult. states that a storm of terrible violence had been 
raging four days over the districts situated near the coast. Rain had fallen to an almost 
unparalleled extent, and there has been considerable loss of life and damage to property. 

Reports from various parts of England, dated May 31, were to the effect that on the 
previous night a distinct shock of earthquake was felt, Among the places from which 
reports have been received are Poole, in Dorsetshire, the Isle of Wight, and Brighton, 
also the Channel Islands. ‘The shock was distinctly perceived in several parts of France. 

New ORLEANS, May 7.— A Times-Demccrat, Lafayette special says: Four hundred 
hundred armed men under General Alexander Decloutte, of St. Martins parish, rode 
into Lafayette this morning, took possession of the town, and demanded the resignation 
of the negro justice of the peace and the negro constables. The latter had disappeared, 
but the former complied with with their demand. 


New ORTEZANs, May 13.—As a result of the fight between some negroes and whites 
last Tuesday at Gretna, in which two men were seriously injured, trouble has been 
brewing and culminated last night in quite a row. This morning a fire broke out in the 
engine-house of the colored fire company, and the colored military company arsenal 
adjoining was burned also, A large crowd of whites and negroes gathered. A delega- 
tion of Gretna military (white) went to the scene. Several negroes refused to leave the 
burning building until they were in danger, alleging they were afraid to face the whites. 
When they finally came out a fight ensued, and some of the whites fired, seriously 
wounding three negroes. All this time the fire was spreading, and several houses were 
destroyed, the flames finally dying out for want of fuel, During the conflagration a 
number of whites, armed with shot guns and rifles, congregated around the scene and 
prevented any negro from coming within 100 yards of the fire. After the fire was over, 
armed squads of whites scattered around the town, and entered a number of negro cabins 
of colored women, ostensibly in search of arms. A reign of terror prevailed among the 
negroes, and colored women and children have been leaving Gretna all day for this city, 
taking with them such effects as they could convey. 

‘New York, June 4. Latest reports from the devastated valley in Pennsylvania 
agree in placing the loss of life at ten thousand, eight thousand having been drowned 
and two thousand burned. The survivors are camping on the hillsides in great destitu- 
tion. The stench arising from the decomposing bodies is sickening, and large numbers 
are being buried without identification. Many men had committed suicide in grief at 
the loss of their families, while some are drinking heavily. One handsome young lady 
was found almost denuded of clothing wandering among the hills. Bands of thieves are 
plundering the dead bodies. Some of them had cut off human fingers with the rings on 
them, others had out the ears from the bodies with the earrings, and these were found 
upon them. These marauders have met with no mercy when caught, four of them, taken 
with evidence of their crime upon them, having been driven into the flood and drowned ; 
three others have been hanged, and two shot. Happily, however, the numerous acts of 
bravery and heroism greatly exceed these instances of barbarity. It is now admitted 
that the disaster was caused solely through the weakness of the dam, and the statement 
that a waterspout burst is now denied. From other parts of the country news is con- 
stantly reaching New York of disastrous floods and immense damage.— Liverpool 
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MONDAY, JUNE 10, 1889. 


TESTIMONIES OF THE TRUTH. 
— 

TI promise of a personal knowledge of the divinity of the Gospel which is 
taught by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is assured to every 
individual who yields obedience to its principles. To those who are truly 
desirous of worshiping God acceptably, and thereby securing for themselves 
the priceless gift of eternal life through Christ our Lord, such a promise is 
most precious, comforting and necessary. It is precious because by its real- 
ization every person is enabled to know for himself that the course he is 
pursusing is approved of God; comforting, because it banishes all dread that 
one’s hopes shall ultimately end in disappointment; and necessary, since there 
is such a diversity of religious principles extant in the world from which a 
choice must be made. , 

In proclaiming, as the Saints do, the promise of a personal knowledge or 
testimony respecting the principles of the Gospel, the mind of every candid 
person should be disarmed of suspicion of imposture. It can not be made to 
appear that things are done “in a corner,” when everybody interested is in- 
vited to inspect them in the light of heaven, The Elders of this Church, who 
go forth preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, do not ask their fellowmen to 
trust in them, nor in any other arm of flesh. They invite all to do as they 
themselves have done, that is, confide in God. With their message they pro- 
pose a test of its truthfulness, and of the validity of their calling and autho- 
rity. The appeal is not made to the force of argument nor to the power of 
logic; for these are fallible and useless means for determining questions whose 
solution resides in the bosom of God alone. He constitutes the last and only 
proper court of resort on all matters of a theological nature; and hence the 
great questions that affect our eternal weal or woe should be carried there at 
once. From the decisions of that tribunal no honest soul can possibly desire 
an appeal. The testimony of the Almighty should be final. 

There is no doubt of the results in every case where a sincere and honest 
effort is made to obtain a testimony from God respecting the divinity of the 
latter-day Gospel. Thousands of the human family have tried the experi- 
ment of having the truth or falsity of “ Mormonism,” so-called, passed upon 
by the great Judge of all things; and, as a consequence, they are to-day re- 
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that it shall never more be thrown down or given to another people. They 
have realized to their complete satisfaction the fulfillment of Christ’s promise 
saying: Ik any man will do his (the Father's) will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself” (John vii, 17). 

The condition upon which this knowledge is communicated is the doing of 
the will of the Father. So far as the matter under consideration is con- 
cerned, God’s will is that men shall ask Him in prayer and faith for the 
desired testimony. The faith required is a heart full of confidence and ex- 
pectancy that God will hear and answer our prayers. It is simply mockery 
in His sight for our lips to utter petitions while our hearts feel that no answer 
will be given—that such a thing could scarcely be expected, for all revelation 
from. God has ceased. To such unbelievers no testimony shall be granted 
but that of storms, floods, fires, earthquakes, wars, famines, pestilences, deso- 
lating sickness and horrible destructions, but of these they shall receive until 
their rebellious hearts do believe in God, even as He has commanded them. 

There are many, doubtless, who are desirous of knowing how a knowledge 
or testimony of the Gospel truth is communicated to the mind or soul of the 
believer. This work, we reply, is brought about by the operations of the 
Holy Spirit; but it must be remembered that the manner in which its work 
is performed is not uniform throughout. Certain truths may be conveyed to 
the mind of one individual in one way, and to that of another in a manner 
which is wholly dissimilar. Many of those who have embraced the Gospel 
have been blessed with the most positive revelations directly attesting its 
divinity. Others again have been, as it were, spiritually translated from 
darkness into light. The transition which they have experienced is as patent 
to their soul, as though they had passed from one unlighted room into ano- 
ther which was brilliantly illamioated. They are in the light of the Holy 
Spirit, and perceive the exquisite harmony of the whole system of Gospel 
principles, and the utter impossibility of a clash anywhere. To their minds 
these principles become one and indivisible—‘‘one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism,” one always, everywhere and to all people, with like powers, gifts and 
blessings. They perceive the wonderful adaptability of the different parts of 
the Gospel work to accomplish the purposes for which they were designed; 
and in very deed it is viewed, as God Himself has termed it, a marvelous 
work and a wonder.” Such perfection the soul instinctively knows can 
come from God alone. 

To others, again, who are sufficiently familiar with the ancient Scriptures, 
to understand pretty thoroughly the system of principles and ordinances 
which were instituted and practiced by the early Christians, the Holy Spirit 
simply discloses, in a vivid manner, how perfectly, in every minute detail 
even, the Church of Jesus Obrist of Latter-day Saints corresponds with the 
true Church of early days. There is not a new principle added—there is not 
an ancient one discarded. The similarity is everywhere striking and com- 
plete. It is carried out in principle, titles of officers, organization and assign- 
ment of duties to the respective sub-divisions and quorums. When these 
truths are thrust home to the soul, by the power of God’s Spirit, they afford a 
most satisfactory testimony to the divinity of this work. . Were we also to 


joicing in the knowledge that God Himself has established this work, and 
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look at the matter in a purely rational light, the advantage would be -wholly: 
on our side; for since the wisdom of the world has tried for centuries to. 
pattern after the early Church, and failed to meet with even tolerable suc- 
esa, we conclude that the complete accomplishment of such a work is due to 
something higher than wordly wisdom. But if, after having succeeded in 

producing a perfect pattern of the early Church, our opponents still. claim 

that the work has been inspired of the devil, what shall be thought of their 
own imperfect work? But, to dismiss the subject, if something that is a per- 
fect pattern of the early Church of Christ is not God’s work, surely that 

which is a very imperfect likeness can not be. : 

- Returning again to the subject of direct testimony, we observe that there 
are many honest souls who have endeavored to serve God to the best of their. 
ability according to the light and knowledge which they possessed. In order 
to give free scope to their religious desires they have connected themselves 
with one of the various Church organizations extant. But strive as they 
might, according to the mode of worship prevailing among sectarian Chris- 
tians, to make themselves acceptable to God and thus secure the peace and 
satisfaction of soul which they so much desired, they never could realize 
their hopes. There was a void in the heart which was never filled—a longing 
for something unknown and indefinable, They perhaps knew no more about 
it than that the void was there. But having embraced the Gospel of Jesus 
Obrist in its fulness, they have found that the old heartache has disappeared. 
The soul, at last, has found something which is adapted to satisfy it com- 
pletely, and fill it with a peace and joy, which is l.ke a river, ever widening 
and deepening as their days roll onward towards the boundless sea of eternity, 
It is no wonder such people are Saints, ; i 

There are others who, when their ears are first saluted with the sound of 
this Gospel, recognize its principles as though they were the returning recol- 
lections of something that was taught them before. When, where, or by 
whom they know not. They do know that never before in this life have they 
been schooled in them, and yet there is a familiarity connected with them 
which may be illustrated by that which we experience when suddenly. 
brought into the presence of some long-forgotten friend. We know we have 
seen him, but memory fails to recall when or where, or any of the circum- 
atances under which the old friendship was formed and continued. From 
testimony of this character it may rationally be inferred that the Gospel. 
principles were taught us in our first stage of existence, when we dwelt with 
our Father in heaven, before coming to this earth to be clothed upon with a 
mortal tabernacle. To recognize them then as something familiar, when our. 
powers of remembrance is quickened by the Holy Spirit, seems to be quite 
natural, and is generally considered a very comforting testimony. 

But it is not our purpose to attempt to give even an outline of the numer- | 
ous and different kinds of testimonies which are granted to those who faith- 
fully comply with the law of God. It will be observed that no mention has 
yet been made of the testimony of inspired dreams, visions, promises, and 
prophecies, There is also the testimony of signs following the believers. 
The unity of the Saints which is a marvel to the world affords another. 80 
numerous, indeed, have the evidences become of the divinity of this work, 
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when all sources are considered, that it would be no small task to even make 
reference to all of them separately. Those testimonies that we have men- 
tioned are not universally obtained, for the Spirit divideth its gifts and 
blessings unto each one separately as it will. 

There are some, especially among the young, and those whose experience 
in the Church is more or less limited, who will doubtless wish to know if 
there is not some common testimony given to all the S:ints—some experience 
or knowledge which is granted alike to the humblest member of the Church 
as well as to the highest official in it. There unquestionably is a common 
standard by which we may determine our position, and know whether or not 
we stand upon the same platform that is occupied by the whole body of the 
Sainte. This we find in the testimony of our isolation from the world. As 
soon as we go down into the waters of baptism we realize that we have severed 
ourselves from the sympathy of our fellow-men in general. Our hearts tell 
us that the last bond which united us together has been severed, Nothing 
of our changed relationship need be communicated to us verbally. The spirit 
of our isolation floats in the atmosphere about us, it glowers in the counte- 
nances of our former friends, and is proclaimed in their acts. All this is 
simply a realization of the words of Christ: “If ye were of the world the 
world would love its own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” (John xv, 19). 
Whomsoever God hath chosen realize the truth of these words of the Savior. 
The testimony is nniversally applicable, and that individual who does not 
experience any sense of the hostility of the world against himself or herself 
and the Church of Jesus Curist of Latter-day Saints may know that some- 
thing is wrong somewhere in his or her condition. It is a testimony that is 
as real as life itself, and as sure as the word of God can make it. The indivi- 
dual who experiences it in tolerable fulness may be assured that he is united 
with Christ. A separation from the world makes such union inevitable; for 
there is no intermediate state, and should no other testimony but this be 
granted, it is Perfect i in itself. 

But there is also another evidence of our acceptance with God, which is 
universally experienced. It always accompanies the other which has just 
been mentioned, and, in a sense, grows out of it. Man must have society. 
When, therefore, a Saint is cut off from all sympathetic, religious association 
except with those who are the people of God, it is as natural for him to 
gravitate towards their society as it is for “birds of a feather to flock 
together,” and henee the spirit of gathering is inevitable, and must be uni- 
versal, Where this is not enjoyed there is evidence that all things are not 
right. People who do not wish to get out of Babylon, feel as they do because 
they are vot cut off from it—because they like it and its society better than 
they do the institutions of Gud and the society of His people. 
B. 


Elder John F. Squires, from Logan City, Utah, and Sister Maggie Sloan, 
— ee Lake prick arrived in Liverpool on Thursday, June 6th, per Guion 


health and spirits, Elder Squires is on a mission to 
de ian Alan Rias; ad a Sister Sloan on a visit to friends and to take a course 
studies for the medical profession. 
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ApporntmEent.—Elder John F. Squires is appointed 


Birmingham Conference. 
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to labor in the 


AGNOSTICISM UNNATURAL AND UNFORTUNATE. 
| —0 


THE condition of mind which is known 
as agnosticism is a most unfortunate 
situation. It signifies utter absence of 
knowledge concerning Deity. It pre- 
cludes faith, prevents spiritual deve- 
lopment, and destroys — of future 
life, progress, and beatitude. 

Aguosticism is not consistent with 
itself. It does not stop at simple 
know-nothingism. It declares that 
certain things are not only unknown, 
but unknowable. How can any man 
who is cognizant of his own entire 
ignorance reasonably determine that 
another is equally ignorant with bim- 
self. Wheu be makes an assertion 
of this kind he goes beyond real 
agnosticism and assumes to know 
something, namely, the non-existence 
of that which he does not compre- 
hend, or of the power of another per- 
son to grasp that which he has not 
reached. 

It is the height of presumption to 
limit the capacity of others by what 
we think are the boundaries of our 
own. It is like a man born blind 
denying the gift of 1 in others; 
or a near-sighted man disputing the 
existence of a distant object which he 
cannot discern, or the power of a 
long-sighted person to behold it. 

The spiritual nature of man is a 
fact in human experience. It has 
needs and longings as actual as the 
fleshly appetites, It requires and de- 
sires a Deity. It is not, and cannot 
be satisfied by physical supplies, It 
must obtain them from higher sources. 
The senses, as they are commonly 
termed, are not sufficient means of 
supply or communication. The spi- 
ritual only can meet the demands of 
the spiritual. Man needs an object 
of adoration, worship, and supplica- 
tion. The help obtained through 
faith and prayer is as real as aid 
through money or physical force. It 
does not come in the same way, it 
cannot be explained in the same man- 
ner, but it is none the less positive, 
powerful and experimental. | 


Agnosticism is an abnormal condi- 
tion. It is that of a few out of the 
millions of mankind. Faith, ‘which 
to some extent proceeds from know- 
ledge and leads to further knowl 
is natural in the soul. It wo 
spring up therein even if there were 
no books and no teachers. It is na- 
tural to believe. Doubt, disbelief, 
denial come from exhibitions of error 
and falsehood, which are in the true 
sense unnatural, The inner being 
reaches out for something higher than 
that which is cognizint to the se 
and finds it, too, if not hinde 
in its spiritual explorations by the 
stumbling-blocks P ced in its way 
by untruth and infidelity. 

The vast majority of the race be- 
lieve and experience spiritual corres- 
pondencies. There are a variety of 
notions about Deity, but the one 
general principle of faith in a Supreme 
Being is almost universal. And its 
absence or non-development is a mis- 
fortune, something out of the general 
order of human nature, and it leaves 
a lack in the soul that hinders happi- 
ness. Abnormal conditions exists in 
the physical world. Why should they 
not also exist in the spiritual world? 
The causes of these defects cannot 
always be traced in the former, and 


so may not be readily perceptible in 


the latter. But they are abnorm 

either case, and are to be 

the charitable. _ | 
The spiritual powers are capable of 


al in 
by 


cultivation as much as the physical or 


intellectual. They are part of the 
being. The condition of men who 
exercise their bodies freely and yet 
whose minds are 2 im- 
potent, through lack of use and cul- 
ture and nutriment, is evident to 
every thinking individual. The same 
kind of atrophy may exist in the 
—— part of man, al both 
the intellectual and the physical are 
fed and developed. 

The agnostic, who 3 on 
his unspirituality, 


phen, should 
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assume that others who claim a differ- 
ent condition and other experiences 
are deceivers or deceived. Neither 
should he assert that what he does 
not know is unknowable. That is not 
scientific, nor is it modest. He is to 
— man is be 
0 not arrogantly set 
imself up as a contemner of those 
who are able to perceive clearly that 
which he cannot at present discern. 
Faith needs to be cultivated and 


of the age. They are the true friends 
of humanity who seek to promote 
belief in Deity and encourage endea- 
vors to —— with pod bigher 

wers. Worship, praise, and prayer 
should not be neglected by the — 
liever, and every means of grace 
provided whereby the spiritual man 
is nourisbed and developed, ought to 
sistence and regularity as 


be made available with as mu — 
and intellectual pabulum.— 


fed. Doubt is one of the drawbacks | Vews. 
BOYS AND TOBACCO. 
—0— 
Ir is a universal belief that great and | Since the days of Raleigh the use of 


men owe what is worthy in their 
ives and characters chiefly to the 
teachings of wise mothers. The con- 
verse would not be credited for a 
moment ; it would, indeed, seem like 
sacrilege to attribute the folly of igno- 
ble or bad men to the teachings of 
bad mothers, however bad or unwise. 
Yet it is not uncommon for the world 
to find, in their early training, an ex- 
cuse for the faults o as well as 
bad men. And in the words, “he 
knew no better,” so frequently on the 
lips of the charitable, there is usually 
a — though unintentional arraign- 
ment of parents, especially the mother. 
Women as a rule, no matter how 
old they are, readily adopt new cus- 
toms and habits which the world tells 
them are good. Men, on the other 
hand, seem to cling tenaciously to the 
habits of their youth. This difference 
in ‘their natures makes the special 
care believed to be so necessary in 
the bringing up of girls, infinitely 
more necessary in the bringing up of 
boys. This is —— the case 
where pernicious habits are concerned. 
One of these—the use of tobacco by 
boys—is an evil now so common that 
mothers cannot give it too much at- 
tention, nor can their efforts to check 
it be too constunt. | 
igar seems to have a peculiar 


A 
fascination for a boy. When he has chief 


one between his lips he feels so im- 


portant, or, as man le interpret 
— tist is false idea 

manliness which makes it possible 
for respectable families to coutem] late 
that pitiable object, a boy who smokes. 


tobacco has been the subject of re- 
peated and severe censure. But the 
censure, as a rule, has been directed 
against those who are under the strong 
and seemingly unescapable dominion 
of the habit. In this, therefore, as in 
other things, an ounce of prevention 
is worth — pounds of cure. But 
it is not only to prevent the early 
formation of a bad habit, but chiefly 
because the bad habit is so peculiarly 
injurious to them that the selling or 
giving tobacco to boys should be pre- 
vented in the only effective way by 
severe laws. The prelimi work, 
the creating of a public opinion that 
will demand such laws, must, how- 
ever, be dune by women. It must be 
done by that special — 2 which 
so often proves the surest safeguard 
against temptation and the influence 
of bad example. 

The best physicians long ago decided 
that the use of tobacco, even the least 
amount, is injurious to the human 
system before its full maturity is at- 
tained. Many fatal di are now 
known to result from the use of to- 
bacco. Smoking is the most danger- 
ous as well as the most common form 
of the habit. Cigarette smoking is 
said to be for many reasons much 
worse than either cigar or pipe smok- 
ing. Young people are naturally the 

ief consumers of cigarettes, and the 
harm they receive thereby is almost 
daily brought before the eye of the 
public by facts and incidents related 
in the newspapers. One pertinent 
item will bear many repetitions: it is 
that “out of several hundred young 
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smokers examined by a 
ashington physician, one-fifth had 
heart disease.” The term tobacco 
heart” is the name now technically 
given to the deadly disease pro- 
duced by the excessive use of cigar- 
ettes; and repeated testimony seems 
to prove that cigarette smoking is 
usually excessive. It is by no means 
— 2 —. 
uman frame, not yet fu evelop 
must almost inevitabl seriously 
affected by what is nowledged to 
be a strong poison. It may be said 
without reservation that a. boy. who 
smokes or chews cannot be — 
healthy. Not infrequently he gives 
—.— evidence of a diseased body? 
is face assumes a peculiar palor, his 
eyes are weak, and his digestion im- 
paired. Probably his growth also in 
many instances is retarded, if not 
wholly stunted. And if he does not, 
through his early use of. tobacco, sow 
the seed of future physical troubles, 
it is reasonable to suppose he will be 
less able to meet and resist diseases 
which may attack him during his life. 
ing, observation, and experi- 
encs have, however, furnished almost 
—— with abundant means of 
confirming the facts and suggestions 
offered here in regard to the physical 
injuries to boys resulting from their 
-use of tobacco. Who is responsible 
for these injuries? How can the res- 
ponsibili y be met? Mothers so ready 
to burden themselves, even over- 
burden themselves with responsibility, 
are apt to feel hopeless in this matter, 
and naturally so if they have the in- 
fluence of a tobacco-using husband to 
counteract. But even in such a case 
- they can at least teach their boys that 
tobacco is poisonous, to boys espe- 
- cially, and that its use is, t ore, 
wrong. Just here it may be said that 
the positive sin in doing things in- 
jurious to bealth is not often enough 
insisted upon, either in the education 
- of childreu or in the instructions given 
by accepted moral teachers, to chil- 
dren of a larger growth. 
From the standpoint of a boy’s 
manners and morals the subject is no 
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is necessarily less of a gentleman than 
he would be otherwise. He is not 
only offensive to the sight and smell, 
but in doing that which he knows to 
be di ble and even painful to 
others, he becomes in a degree callous 
to the feelings of other people, and his 
ntlemanly instincts are weakened. 
is conception of true manliness is 
distorted also by the idea that the 
opinion of women, even of those he 
loves—his mother and sisters—may 
be ignored in some thing. 
No one can dispute a mother’s right 
in this point, for upon her it depends 
almost exclusively whether or not her 
son, as a boy, and as a man, is gentle- 
manly. Of much greater importance 
is the inseparable connection which 
manners, and health also, have with 
morals. A boy whose nervous system 
is overwrought, as it always is by the 
use of tobacco, loses to some extent 
his weg ol self-control, and is there- 
by less able to resist temptation of 
every kind. Moreover, the unman- 
nerliness which leads to an unneces- 
sary disregard of others’ feelings, in 
any one thing, is doubtless often the 
first decided step in the downward 
path to real criminality, a path in- 
variably paved with a greater or less 


d of arrant selfishness, rudeness, 
— brutality. — 
in, a boy’s first cigar is generally 


smoked in secret, and, until he be- 
comes a little hardened by the habit, 
he naturally ind in it without 
the knowledge of ‘his friends. What 
more effective lessun could he have 
in underhand acts and deceitfulness ? 
Last, and worst of all, it is said that 
the use of tobocco creates a thirst 
which, in innumerable instances, leads 
its victim to seek relief in intoxicating 
‘drinks. 

These evils have been dwelt upo 
by others many times before, . 


and are 
realized almost daily in many house- 
holds. They are referred to here 
simply to make impressive the fact 
that there is a remedy for them, or 
what is better, a prevention of 

in the exhaustless moral power o 


less serious. A boy who uses tobacco 


women. Mary E Carpwii, 
Phrenological Journal. 


There is nothing in the universe that I fear but 


~ shall fail to do it. Mary Lyon. 


In the 
that I shall not know all my daty, or 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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UTAH NEWS. 
— 


(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 
J. W. Kyle says his directory will show a population of over 40,000 for 
Salt Lake, and he hasn’t resorted to the hotel registers or the graveyards 
either. 


The board of directors of the Agricultural College have awarded the con- 
tract for the erection of the college building at Logan, to Sommer, Peterson, 
and Cu, of Logan, for 620,350. 

Notwithstanding the great number of houses that are now being erected in 
Ogden City, there is not one to be rented at any price. Every new residence 
building is spoken for about as soon as the contract for its erection has been 
signed. 

The Ist inst., President Young’s birthday, was celebrated by Utah Stake 
in the Stake Tabernacle, with a Jubilee of Sunday School children in the 
afternoon, and a grand oratorio festival in the evening by the combined cheirs 
of the Stake,.orchestra of twenty-five pieces, and combined bands in Around 
the Hills.” Such was the progromme at least. 


A real estate firm recently purchased a tract of land on the sand ridge 
opposite Ogden City, and about two and a half miles therefrom, paying $150 
per acre for the same. That quality of land in that locality brought only $25 
per acre last fall. The appreciation of the piece is owing to the probable 
bridging of the Weber river at Thirtieth Street. 


A company has been incorporated to build a new grist and saw mill at Rex- 
burg, to replace the one burned there a short time ago. The list of share- 
holders embrace Presidents Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, and J. F. 
Smith; Bishops W. B. Preston, J. R. Winder, and R. T. Burton; Apostle 
Moses Thatcher also takes 50 shares of $10 each. 

The outlook for a good clip of wool was never brighter than it is at the 
present time, while the price is said to increase at least two cents per pound 
over that of last year. This is due to a better grade of wool than that raised 
heretofore. ‘The clip will be from five to ten per cent. ahead of the usual 
clip, attributable to the fact that the winter has been very favorable, and the 
good condition of the range. 

The new street car motor was put to work on the line at Ogden City on 
the 20th ult. It will run regularly hereafter. Three other motors have been 
ordered. The track is to be extended east on Twenty-fifth Street from Wash- 
ington Avenue as soon as the cutting down of the hill. has been completed. 
This will make a continuous line from the new passenger station to N obb 
Hill, a distance of about three miles. 

The grading for the Eureka spur of the Salt Lake and Western was nearly 
completed some time ago, and it was expected that tracklaying would com- 

mence on the 20th ult. Mr. Simon Bamberger, the contractor, also has a 
‘force of men at work on the Denver and Rio Grande Western. They are now 
located between Soldier Summit and Pleasant Valley Junction, between 
which points some four or five miles of new road—broad gauge, of course—is 
being built. . 
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